
Great Smoky Mountains

The Great Smoky Mountains are a mountain range rising along the 
Tennessee–North Carolina border in the southeastern United States. 
They are a subrange of the Appalachian Mountains and form part of 
the Blue Ridge Physiographic Province. The range is sometimes called 
the Smoky Mountains, and the name is commonly shortened to the 

Smokies. The Smokies are best known as the home of the Great 
Smoky Mountains National Park, which protects most of the range. 
The park was established in 1934 and, with over 11 million visits per 

year, is the most visited national park in the United States.
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Devils Tower

Devils Tower (also known as Bear Lodge) is a butte, possibly 
laccolithic, composed of igneous rock in the Bear Lodge Ranger 

District of the Black Hills, near Hulett and Sundance in Crook 
County, northeastern Wyoming, above the Belle Fourche River. It 

rises 1,267 feet (386 m) above the Belle Fourche River, standing 867 
feet from summit to base. The summit is 5,112 feet above sea level.

Devils Tower National Monument was the first United States 
national monument, established on September 24, 1906, by 

President Theodore Roosevelt.

Wyoming
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Grand Canyon

The Grand Canyon is a steep-sided canyon carved by the 
Colorado River in Arizona. The Grand Canyon is 277 miles long, 

up to 18 miles wide and attains a depth of over a mile. For 
thousands of years, the area has been continuously inhabited 
by Native Americans, who built settlements within the canyon 
and its many caves. The Pueblo people considered the Grand 

Canyon a holy site, and made pilgrimages to it.

Arizona
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Louisiana Purchase

The Louisiana Purchase was the acquisition of the territory of Louisiana 
by the United States from the French First Republic in 1803. This 

consisted of most of the land in the Mississippi River's drainage basin 
west of the river. In return for fifteen million dollars, or approximately 

eighteen dollars per square mile, the United States nominally acquired a 
total of 828,000 sq mi in Middle America. However, France only 

controlled a small fraction of this area, most of which was inhabited by 
Native Americans; effectively, for the majority of the area, the United 

States bought the preemptive right to obtain Indian lands by treaty or by 
conquest, to the exclusion of other colonial powers.

AR, IA, MO, KS, OK, NE, MN, LA, 
NM, TX, ND, SD, WY, MT, CO
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Mt. Rushmore

The Mount Rushmore National Memorial is a national memorial 
centered on a colossal sculpture carved into the granite face of 

Mount Rushmore in the Black Hills near Keystone, South Dakota, 
United States. The sculpture features the 60-foot-tall heads of four 
United States presidents: George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, 

Theodore Roosevelt, and Abraham Lincoln, chosen to represent the 
nation's birth, growth, development, and preservation, respectively.

South Dakota
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Battle of the Alamo

The Battle of the Alamo (February 23 – March 6, 1836) was a pivotal 
event and military engagement in the Texas Revolution. Following a 

13-day siege, Mexican troops under President General Antonio López 
de Santa Anna reclaimed the Alamo Mission near San Antonio de 

Béxar (modern-day San Antonio, Texas, United States), killing most of 
the occupants. Santa Anna's refusal to take prisoners during the battle 
inspired many Texians and Tejanos to join the Texian Army. The Texians 
defeated the Mexican Army at the Battle of San Jacinto, on April 21, 

1836, ending the conquering of the Mexican state of Coahuila y Tejas 
by the newly formed Republic of Texas.

San Antonio, Texas
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Niagara Falls

Niagara Falls is a group of three waterfalls at the southern end of 
Niagara Gorge, spanning the border between the province of 
Ontario in Canada and the state of New York in the United 

States. The largest of the three is Horseshoe Falls, which 
straddles the international border of the two countries. Formed 
by the Niagara River, which drains Lake Erie into Lake Ontario 

before going out to Atlantic by the Gulf of Saint Lawrence, the 
combined falls have the highest flow rate of any waterfall in 
North America that has a vertical drop of more than 160 ft.

New York
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Appalachian Mountains
The Appalachian Mountains, often called the Appalachians, are a 
mountain range in eastern to northeastern North America. The 

Appalachian range runs from the Island of Newfoundland in Canada, 
2,050 mi southwestward to Central Alabama in the United States; south 

of Newfoundland, it crosses the 96-square mile archipelago of Saint 
Pierre and Miquelon, an overseas collectivity of France, meaning it is 

technically in three countries. The highest peak of the mountain range is 
Mount Mitchell in North Carolina at 6,684 feet (2,037 m), which is also 

the highest point in the United States east of the Mississippi River.

ME, NH, VT, MA, CT, NY, PA, MD, 
WV, VA, KY, NC, TN, GA, AL
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Oregon Trail

The Oregon Trail was a 2,170-mile east–west, large-wheeled wagon route 
and emigrant trail in the United States that connected the Missouri River 
to valleys in Oregon Territory. The Oregon Trail was laid by fur traders and 
trappers from about 1811 to 1840 and was initially only passable on foot 
or horseback. By 1836, when the first migrant wagon train was organized 

in Independence, Missouri, a wagon trail had been cleared to Fort Hall, 
Idaho. Wagon trails were cleared increasingly farther west and eventually 
reached the Willamette Valley in Oregon, at which point what came to be 

called the Oregon Trail was complete.

Oregon
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Gold Rush

The California gold rush (1848–1855) was a gold rush that 
began on January 24, 1848, when gold was found by James 

W. Marshall at Sutter's Mill in Coloma, California. The news of 
gold brought approximately 300,000 people to California from 
the rest of the United States and abroad. The sudden influx of 

gold into the money supply reinvigorated the American 
economy; the sudden population increase allowed California 

to go rapidly to statehood in the Compromise of 1850. 

California
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Signing of the Declaration of Independence

The signing of the United States Declaration of Independence occurred 
primarily on August 2, 1776, at the Pennsylvania State House in 

Philadelphia, later to become known as Independence Hall. The 56 
delegates to the Second Continental Congress represented the 13 

colonies, 12 of which voted to approve the Declaration of Independence 
on July 4, 1776. The New York delegation abstained because they had 

not yet received instructions from Albany to vote for independence. The 
Declaration proclaimed the signatory colonies were now "free and 

independent States," no longer colonies of the Kingdom of Great Britain 
and, thus, no longer a part of the British Empire. 

Pennsylvania
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Mississippi River

The Mississippi River is the primary river, and second-longest river, of 
the largest drainage basin in the United States. From its traditional 

source of Lake Itasca in northern Minnesota, it flows generally south 
for 2,340 miles to the Mississippi River Delta in the Gulf of Mexico. 
With its many tributaries, the Mississippi's watershed drains all or 
parts of 32 U.S. states and two Canadian provinces between the 

Rocky and Appalachian mountains.

Borders of: MN, WI, IA, IL, 
MO, KY, TN, AR, MS, LA
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Death Valley

Death Valley is a desert valley in Eastern California, in the 
northern Mojave Desert, bordering the Great Basin Desert. It is 

thought to be the hottest place on Earth during summer. 
Death Valley is home to the Timbisha tribe of Native 

Americans, formerly known as the Panamint Shoshone, who 
have inhabited the valley for at least the past millennium.

Death Valley's Badwater Basin is the point of lowest elevation 
in North America, at 282 feet below sea level.

California
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Machu Picchu

Machu Picchu is an Incan citadel set high in the Andes Mountains 
in Peru, above the Urubamba River valley. Built in the 15th century 
and later abandoned, it’s renowned for its sophisticated dry-stone 
walls that fuse huge blocks without the use of mortar, intriguing 
buildings that play on astronomical alignments and panoramic 

views. Its exact former use remains a mystery. 

Peru
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Christ the Redeemer

Christ the Redeemer is an Art Deco statue of Jesus Christ in Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil, created by French-Polish sculptor Paul Landowski and 
built by Brazilian engineer Heitor da Silva Costa, in collaboration with 
French engineer Albert Caquot. Romanian sculptor Gheorghe Leonida 
sculpted the face. Constructed between 1922 and 1931, the statue is 
98 ft high, excluding its 26 ft pedestal. The arms stretch 92 ft wide.

The statue is located at the peak of the 2,300 ft Corcovado mountain in 
the Tijuca National Park overlooking the city of Rio de Janeiro. 

Rio de Janeiro, Brazil
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Easter Island

Easter Island, a Chilean territory, is a remote volcanic island in 
Polynesia. Its native name is Rapa Nui. It’s famed for 

archaeological sites, including nearly 900 monumental statues 
called moai, created by inhabitants during the 13th–16th 

centuries. The moai are carved human figures with oversize 
heads, often resting on massive stone pedestals called ahus. 

Ahu Tongariki has the largest group of upright moai.

Chile
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Acropolis of Athens

The Acropolis of Athens is an ancient citadel located 
on a rocky outcrop above the city of Athens, Greece, 
and contains the remains of several ancient buildings 
of great architectural and historical significance, the 

most famous being the Parthenon.

Athens, Greece
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Stonehenge

Stonehenge is a prehistoric megalithic structure on 
Salisbury Plain in Wiltshire, England, two miles west 
of Amesbury. It consists of an outer ring of vertical 
sarsen standing stones, each around 13 feet high, 
seven feet wide, and weighing around 25 tons, 
topped by connecting horizontal lintel stones.

Salisbury, United Kingdom
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House of Tudor

The House of Tudor was an English and Welsh dynasty that held 
the throne of England from 1485 to 1603. They descended 
from the Tudors of Penmynydd, a Welsh noble family, and 

Catherine of Valois. The Tudor monarchs ruled the Kingdom of 
England and the Lordship of Ireland (later the Kingdom of 

Ireland) for 118 years with five monarchs: Henry VII, Henry VIII, 
Edward VI, Mary I and Elizabeth I. The Tudors succeeded the 

House of Plantagenet as rulers of the Kingdom of England, and 
were succeeded by the Scottish House of Stuart.

England
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Ming Dynasty

The Ming dynasty, officially the Great Ming, was an imperial 
dynasty of China, ruling from 1368 to 1644 following the 

collapse of the Mongol-led Yuan dynasty. The Ming dynasty was 
the last imperial dynasty of China ruled by the Han people, the 

majority ethnic group in China. 

China
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Mt. Fuji

Japan’s Mt. Fuji is an active volcano about 100 
kilometers southwest of Tokyo. Commonly called 
“Fuji-san,” it’s the country’s tallest peak, at 3,776 

meters. A pilgrimage site for centuries, it’s 
considered one of Japan’s 3 sacred mountains, and 

summit hikes remain a popular activity.

Shizuoka, Japan
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Great Wall of China

The Great Wall of China is a series of fortifications that were built 
across the historical northern borders of ancient Chinese states and 
Imperial China as protection against various nomadic groups from 
the Eurasian Steppe. Several walls were built from as early as the 

7th century BC, with selective stretches later joined by Qin Shi 
Huang (220–206 BC), the first emperor of China. Little of the Qin 

wall remains. Later on, many successive dynasties built and 
maintained multiple stretches of border walls. The best-known 

sections of the wall were built by the Ming dynasty (1368–1644).

China
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Victoria Falls

Victoria Falls is a waterfall on the Zambezi River in 
southern Africa, which provides habitat for several 

unique species of plants and animals. It is located on the 
border between Zambia and Zimbabwe and is one of 

the world's largest waterfalls, with a width of 1,708 m.

Zambia and Zimbabwe, Africa
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Great Sphinx

The Great Sphinx of Giza is a limestone statue of a 
reclining sphinx, a mythical creature with the head 
of a human and the body of a lion. Facing directly 
from west to east, it stands on the Giza Plateau on 

the west bank of the Nile in Giza, Egypt. The face of 
the Sphinx appears to represent the pharaoh Khafre.

Giza, Egypt
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The Great Barrier Reef

The Great Barrier Reef is the world's largest coral reef 
system, composed of over 2,900 individual reefs and 
900 islands stretching for over 1,400 mi over an area 

of approximately 133,000 sq mi

Australia

49



The Great Barrier Reef

50



Uluru

Uluru, or Ayers Rock, is a massive sandstone monolith 
in the heart of the Northern Territory’s arid "Red 

Centre." Uluru is sacred to indigenous Australians 
and is thought to have started forming around 550 

million years ago.

Australia
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